
Walter Siverly Borland was born in Oil City on Feb. 1, 1878. The East Bissell Avenue resident
died in Oil City on Dec. 22, 1959. He’s buried in Grove Hill Cemetery.

In between time he was football coach of the LSU Tigers
– yes, those LSU Tigers of the Southeast Conference.

Don’t know how it happened, but after graduating from
Allegheny College in 1900, Borland took the job at LSU,
becoming the program’s sixth head coach in its then
eight-year-old history. He did a pretty good job, too,
posting a 15-7 record from 1901-03. Well, 1903 didn’t go
too well. The Tigers were 4-5, including 0-5 in conference
play.

Borland also coached the LSU baseball teams in 1902
and 1903. His teams were 10-11-1.

Don’t know if Borland has anything to do with Oil City
High School football, considering the Oilers played their
first game ever in 1896. But at Allegheny he was captain
of the baseball team and sophomore class president in
1898.

Borland’s son, Tom, was a starting tackle for the Oilers’
8-0-1 team in 1930. He went to Cornell. His grandson,
Ken Borland, was an All-Chestmont League lineman for
Downingtown, a suburban Philadelphia school that’s
compiling an extensive history on the Whippets..

In fact, that’s who this was brought to my
attention; it was posted on Twitter, so I started to
look stuff up about Walter Borland – whose family
name had been associated with lumber for 65
years. He and his brother, William, and another
man founded the Borland Lumber Co. on
Dumcomb Street in 1905.

Walter had managed the company since 1938
after his brother died after being hit by a car on
Seneca Street. He sold it in 1951.


